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Syllabus

Currently G.M.S. has five Bands; Beginning, Cadet, Symphonic, Wind Ensemble and Jazz Band.  Cadet Band is composed of students who have played an instrument for at least a year or have some music experience.  Beginning Band is open to all students that have little or no instrumental music experience.  Concert band is open for students who excel in music performance with Symphonic and Wind Ensemble band being for the very serious music student admitted by audition. (No audition necessary if students were with in the music program last year.) No auditions required for chorus. Chorus is open to all students.
In order to participate in Band students will need: 

Flute students will need flute, cleaning cloth and rod.

Reed instruments will need instrument, mouthpiece, ligature, ample reeds, cleaning cloth, and cork grease.  

Brass instruments will need instrument, mouthpiece, valve oil, (slide cream or oil for trombones) tuning slide grease and mouthpiece brush.

Percussion students will need drum sticks.  They must have percussion instruments at home to practice but will not, at this time, be required to bring them to school.

Choral students just bring your music, beautiful voices, and willingness to sing.
Local vendors that may assist in obtaining instruments or extra sheet music:

Little Shop of Horns

(951) 694-5554
Master Musician

(951) 677-7575

*Practice is considered homework.  Students will also be graded on the amount of practice they do, concert attendance, playing tests, class work and class participation.
Grading:

Daily participation: 5 points per day- Student is on time, has music, instrument, equipment, pencil, and demonstrates appropriate rehearsal behavior.

Practice logs: 25 points per week- Students must log 100 minutes of at home practice per week. Practice logs are due every Friday and must be signed by a parent. Practice at home will be one of the greatest tools of musical success for your student. Please join me in holding your student accountable for these practice minutes by only signing practice logs for minutes that your student actually practiced.

Playing tests: 25-50 points- These are evaluations of the achievement level of each student. Students will play or sing specified pieces for the director. These performances will be evaluated for accuracy and achievement.

Performances: 100 points each- The purpose of music class is to prepare musical concepts and pieces for PERFORMANCE. ALL PERFORMANCES ARE MANDATORY! Performances may be missed for emergencies ONLLY (serious illness or family emergency). Examples of UNEXCUSED absences include: sports practice/ games, lack of transportation, family vacation etc. Band and chorus require a serious commitment- be sure to plan ahead so that your student will be successful in the music program! * In the unfortunate event that your student misses a performance due to a legitimate emergency, he or she will be required to complete a make up assignment. Make up assignments will only be available to students following an EXCUSED absence- not for an UNEXCUSED absence.

Classroom Behaviors and Expectations:

1) Be prepared.  Always have all equipment needed (instrument, reeds, pencils,  mouthpieces, music etc...).

2) Be ready when Mrs. Thomas is ready.  You will have 3 minutes after the late bell rings to be ready.  If you are not ready you will be marked tardy.

3)  No talking when Mrs. Thomas is in front of the group, or when anyone is on the podium.

4)  Be on your best behavior when there is a substitute.

5)  Never touch another person’s instrument or an instrument not assigned to you.

6)  Always respect the other person and you, in turn, will be respected.

7)  No food or drink during class.

8)  No gum or sunflower seeds allowed. EVER!!

9)  No fidget spinners. The students will have instruments and or music in their hands at all times.

10) No cell phones allowed in class unless specifically stated by Mrs. Thomas for specific technology lessons! Students may not charge cell phones in class!

Consequences

1)  Rehearsal time-out 2 to 5 minutes.

2)  Student-Teacher conference

3)  Detention

4)  Parent-teacher conference

5)  Office referral

6)  Removal from band class
Performance Rules:
Representing GMS through music is a privilege earned through daily participation and practice. It is also earned by being a good citizen and adhering to school rules and discipline policy. Your student will not be allowed to perform if he or she:

1. Has had a suspension the semester of the performance

2. Has an unserved detention the week of a performance

3. Has had 2 or more referrals written by Mrs. Thomas for poor classroom behavior

Excellent behavior must be demonstrated on a daily basis! Mrs. Thomas must be able to trust each student to make good behavior choices at after school performances! A student who is not allowed to perform due to behavior will be given an alternate assignment to make up the performance points.
Handbook
“Building character through excellent performance.” 
Why Music Is Taught

Music is a Science.

It is exact, specific, and it demands exact acoustics.  A conductor’s full score is a chart, a graph that indicates frequencies, intensities, volume changes, melody, and harmony all at once with the most exact control of time.

Music is Mathematical.
It is mathematically based on the subdivisions to time into fractions, which must be done instantaneously, not worked out on paper.

Music is a Foreign Language.
Most of the terms are Italian, German or French; and the notation is certainly not English, but a highly developed kind of shorthand that uses symbols to represent ideas.  The semantics of music are the most complex and universal language.

Music is History.

Music usually reflects the environment and times of its creation and often even the country and/or racial feeling of the times.

Music is Physical Education.

It requires fantastic co-ordination of fingers, hands, arms, lip, cheek, and facial muscles, in addition to the extraordinary control of the diaphragm, back, stomach, and chest muscles, which respond instantly to the sound the ear hears and the mind interprets.

Music is all of these things, but most of all, Music is an Art!

Music allows a human being to take all these dry, technically boring (but difficult) techniques and use them to create emotion.  That is one thing science cannot duplicate—human feeling and emotion.

That is why Music is taught.

Not because I expect you to major in music, not because I expect you to play or sing all your life, not so you can relax or have fun, but so you will be human!  You will recognize beauty, you will be sensitive, and you will be closer to an infinite beyond this world.  You will have something to cling to, you will have more love, more compassion, more gentleness, and more goodness…In short, you will have more life.  Of what value will it be to make a prosperous living unless you know how to live?

FORWARD

This manual is intended to provide the students at Erle Stanley Gardner Middle School with the basic information and requirements of each course.  Every student should understand the basic guidelines and overall philosophy of the music program at GMS.

PLEASE BE SURE TO READ THIS HANDBOOK COMPLETELY, AND EMAIL ME IMMEDIATELY IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS.

GOALS

To provide a background in the appreciation of music by learning the skills of vocal or instrumental performance.

To provide a good foundation in the fundamentals of music in preparation for future musical involvement.

To promote responsibility and good citizenship habits through the music medium
To provide a good aesthetic education that will establish a means for self-fulfillment as well as a lifelong outlet for performance and appreciation.

To broaden a student’s sense of self-discipline and group responsibility as he/she works toward a common goal of musical achievement and performing excellence.

COMMUNICATION

It is vital for the success of your child on his/her instrument (voice is also an instrument) that we communicate.  Please feel free to email me at athomas@tvusd.k12.ca.us with any and all questions you may have regarding your child.  I will return email as soon as I can.  It’s important to us both that my instruction gets across to your child accurately so that positive learning is taking place.

CLASS DESCRIPTIONS

BEGINNING BAND

Text Book Provided:  Essential Elements 2000 Method for Band, Book 1 and 2 (for your specific instrument)


The Beginning Band is a one-year class, which is open to all students who have had no previous training on a band instrument, or those who wish to learn a secondary instrument.


Instruction is offered on the following instruments:  Flute; Clarinet; Bass Clarinet; Oboe; Bassoon; Alto, Tenor, and Baritone Saxophones; Trumpet; Trombone; French Horn; Tuba; Baritone Horn; and Percussion.  Some school instruments are available for student use.  (See “INSTRUMENTS” for more information.)


Our main objective is to learn how to play and perform for each other and move into the Advanced or Intermediate Bands as soon as possible.  Satisfactory completion of this class with a grade of “C” or higher would give the student the opportunity to become a member of the Advanced or Intermediate Band.  Students may audition to enter a higher-level band if desired or enroll in a higher-level band class with the consent of the instructor.  Specific dress is required for performances.

CADET (7 TH GRADE INTERMEDIATE)

Text Book Provided:  Essential Elements 2000 Method for Band, Book 2 (for your specific instrument)

The Cadet Band is a one-year class, which is open to all students with one or more years of experience on their instrument.  As in Beginning Band, all standard instruments are offered.


This is a performing group.  Specific clothing is required for most performances.  Students in Cadet Band may audition or challenge their way into the higher level bands after each grading period, or may move into the higher bands with consent from the instructor.  All sixth graders with music experience entering GMS will be placed in Cadet Band unless otherwise placed by the conductor.

CONCERT, BAND(ADVANCED)


Advanced bands are a one-year class, which is open to all experienced band students by audition only.  The students must audition at the beginning of the year or as openings appear.  Concert Band is for advanced students who are serious about music and their commitment to band.


This group performs many times throughout the year on or off campus.  Students must maintain a “C” average in all academic classes in order to perform off campus.  Students’ performance will not occur during school hours unless the performance is during their regular band or chorus class period unless approved by administration.  

JAZZ BAND


Jazz Band will be taught as part of the music curriculum. Students must have one to two years of experience.  Students from Concert, Symphonic, and Wind Ensemble will participate.


Students must be willing to give 100% of their time and effort to this group.  They should be prepared to practice at home, practice more at school, and have a lot of fun doing it.


The Jazz Band will also be participating in concerts on and off campus, so grades are important.  Students may not have more than two excused or unexcused absences to keep their place in the Jazz Band.  If they are going to be absent they are responsible for finding a replacement student of the same performance ability.


Specific dress is required for all performances.  (See “CONCERT DRESS”.)

PLEASE NOTE:  ALL DRESS REHEARSALS AND CONCERTS ARE MANDATORY.!!!  If you anticipate an absence, notify the directors in writing at least three weeks prior to the concert, or ASAP.    You may not clear an absence after the fact, except in extreme emergencies.

Chorus

Chorus meets daily and is open to any interested student. Chorus students will be given assigned music which must be brought to class every day or until music is memorized. We encourage chorus students to memorize music for major performances but this is not a requirement for a good grade. For extra credit students will be given an opportunity to sing solo or with a small group throughout the semester.  Music (which is of their own choosing) must be learned in advance and has to be memorized.  It is expected that music contain appropriate language. This group performs on or off campus.  
School Make Up Work Due To Performance

Beginning band students will not miss other classes. Advanced Instrumental and Vocal Students may do one field trip to the elementary school per semester during school time.  They will be given the following day during band or chorus to make up work. All other performances are done after school. All students are given study time after concert. They are to use this opportunity to make up home work or school work.  We expect our students to do well in all classes.


We are proud of our bands, chorus and orchestra at Erle Stanley Gardner, and we welcome each one of you to our program.  We hope you will enjoy playing or singing music, and will want you to spend all three years in the program as well as continue into High School.

Band Members


Strive to play in the top band but go at your own pace!  With practice and patience, you will get there, and we will help you every step of the way!  Have a wonderful musical journey!!

Chorus 
With practice and patience, you will get there, and we will help you every step of the way!  Have a wonderful musical journey!!

All Students

All students must maintain a “C” average in all academic classes and have no discipline referrals in order to perform public performances  During public performances the students represent the school as well as The Temecula Valley Unified School District.  Student performance will not occur during school hours unless the performance is during their regular band or chorus class period unless approved by administration.  

PRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS


Private lessons can help each student develop their full potential as a young musician.  Lessons fill in the gaps that cannot be covered in a class situation.  There is very little class time that can be given for each student’s individual needs.  The better a student can play their instrument, the more enjoyment there is.  Please consider private lessons for your child. However, private lessons are not necessary to receive a good grade.
GROUP LESSONS/SECTIONALS


Because many parents cannot afford private lessons, we will be holding after school sectionals for band students.  The sectionals are set up by instrument types, and focus on teaching the students more about their individual instruments, and help them with their band music.  This is a very positive experience and I encourage everyone (even those with private lessons) to participate.  Please take advantage of this free private lesson time, and encourage your child to attend. I am here for your student; if they are having trouble they can get help from me before or after school.
INSTRUMENTS

USE OF SCHOOL OWNED INSTRUMENTS

The GMS Bands have a moderate inventory of instruments for student use.  Instruments will be issued on the overall needs of the student and availability.  I encourage you to rent an instrument, if you have the means to do so.  This will leave a more substantial inventory available to those who cannot rent and will possibly provide you with a better quality instrument.  An exception to this would be those students who play the larger instruments such as Bass Clarinet, Tenor and Baritone Saxophones, Trombone, Baritone, French horn, and Tuba.  These instruments are more expensive to rent, and this is where our inventory is the biggest.  Oboes and Bassoons will also be available for student use with the director’s approval.


Another exception to this is Percussion instruments.  The school band will provide the percussion equipment needed to perform with the band, however, IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO COME TO CLASS WITH STICKS, MALLOTS INDIVIDUAL MUSIC and fill out an instrument loan form. Percussion equipment is very expensive, and all the percussionists will be responsible to make sure everything is put away everyday.  Percussion students will learn how to play not only the snare drum, but bass drum, timpani, xylophone, cymbals, and other percussion accessories.  Everyone will rotate on these instruments.  Percussion students may leave their own drums at home for everyday practice.  ALL PERCUSSION STUDENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR BROKEN EQUIPMENT!

Sticks Sizes:  Snare drum sticks:  Size 5A or 7A (your choice), timpani mallets (med-hard), bell mallets.

INSTRUMENT CARE

The music student and the responsible party (the parent or guardian), both must understand and agree with the responsibility that goes along with the use of an instrument.  Please read the following and make sure you are willing to comply with each of the terms.

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR:  instrument and case
YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR…THEFT!  
YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR…keeping all necessary accessories (such as cleaning supplies, reeds, oil, cork grease, mouthpiece, etc.) for the necessary upkeep and performance of the instrument.
YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR…keeping the instrument clean and in good working condition.

Any student abusing the instrument, leaving it unattended outside, or refusing to show the proper respect necessary to use school equipment, may lose the privilege of its use, risk appropriate discipline, and may be dismissed from band permanently.  Instruments are expensive and should be treated with care.

INSTRUMENT STORAGE


Instruments may be stored in lockers or storage rooms in the band room.  Students are able to drop off their instruments before school starts, and leave them after band class for pick up after school.  I recommend that students take their instruments home EVERYDAY to insure regular practice.  However, ALL INSTRUMENTS MUST GO HOME ON WEEKENDS!  Students who leave their instruments at school over the weekend will automatically get an essay assigned to them.  (See “CLASS RULES”.)  If the student repeatedly leaves their instrument at school over the weekend, their grade may be adversely affected.  My philosophy is that students who bring their instruments home are the ones practicing and excelling in band (A students) as opposed to the students who leave them at school (C- students).  


Please remember that band room lockers and storage rooms are provided for convenience only.  The student is still responsible for the safety of his/her instrument.  Instrument storage lockers will be locked at night.

PLEASE NOTE:  ANY STUDENT TAMPERING WITH ANYONE ELSE’S INSTRUMENT WILL BE PERMANENTLY DISMISSED FROM BAND AND WILL RISK SCHOOL SUSPENSION!!

HOME PRACTICE


When you choose to sing or play an instrument, you also commit to spending some time away from school working on the skills necessary to perform well.  I encourage you to make it a part of your daily routine.  Find a time of day where you can work it around your homework, home responsibilities, and your recreational time.

HOME PRACTICE IS YOUR HOMEWORK FOR THE CLASS.  EACH STUDENT IS ASKED TO PRACTICE A MINIMUM OF 100 MINUTEES PER WEEK AT HOME.  Chorus members make sure you know your words and your assigned parts.
STUDENTS WILL BE REQUIRED TO TURN IN PRACTICE RECORDS EVERY WEEK.

Here are some tips to make home practice productive…

Find a place to practice where you can be alone.

Practice scales first, while you are fresh and determined.  Chorus members memorize your words.

Set a goal and work toward that goal.  (Maybe one song or one section.)  You may want to practice only the songs you know but spend most of your time practicing songs you don’t know.

Tape and listen to yourself.  Do you like what you hear?

Buy and use a wire music stand during practice!

PERFORMANCES
ALL SCHEDULED PERFORMANCES ARE MANDATORY!! (Including7th period Jazz Band) That means:  DON’T MISS THEM!

Written notification should come at least 48 hours in advance if possible.  Please do not send notice the day of the concert, if it is something you knew about ahead of time. This helps us adjust the performance.  For example we may need to give your students part to another attending student.

Please pay attention to deadlines!!  Failure to meet deadlines such as permission slips, fund raiser details, practice slips, etc., may result in exclusion from activities!!

A list of currently scheduled concerts will be provided within the first couple weeks of school.  Information on additional performances will be sent home as soon as they are scheduled.  Please make arrangements to take care of any transportation problems or schedule conflicts so your child may participate.


ILLNESS AND FAMILY EMERGENCIES WILL BE ACCEPTED AS AN EXCUSED ABSENCE ONLY WITH A WRITTEN NOTE!  Anything else is up to the discretion of the director.

Missing any performance without a written note:

Please write me a note and deliver it to me 48 hours before the performance if possible.


Remember, the overall success of our program as well as your child’s academic grade will depend on their participation.  Please notify me in writing as soon as you know you have to miss a concert!!


We recommend that family and friends attend our performances!!  The students work very hard to put on quality concerts, and it’s not fun to perform to an empty auditorium.  Please come!  Your encouragement both at home and at a performance can have a tremendous positive effect on your child’s success.

VERY IMPORTANT………..

PLEASE BE VERY CAREFUL ABOUT FOLLOWING THE SCHOOL AND MUSIC PERFORMANCE CODE.  ALSO REMEMBER DRESSES AND SKIRTS MUST HANG BELOW THE KNEE WHEN SITTING AND STANDING.  STUDENTS MAY BE PULLED OUT OF THE BAND PICTURES, CONCERTS,  PERFORMANCES AND OTHER ACTIVITIES BECAUSE OF IMPROPER DRESS.  NO HEAVY PERFUME OR COLOGNE AS OTHER STUDENTS (AND YOUR TEACHER) MAY BE ALLERGIC TO THEM.  NOTIFY ME IN ADVANCE IF THERE IS A FINANCIAL PROBLEM FOR RENTAL OR MUSIC SUPPLIES.

PARENTS AND STUDENTS:
PLEASE READ THE APPROPRIATE SECTION BELOW AND SIGN.

RETURN THIS FORM TO MR. LAFARGA IMMEDIATELY.

ALL STUDENTS MUST TURN THIS SIGNED SHEET IN!!

STUDENT:

I have read the Erle Stanley Gardner Middle School Band Handbook and I understand its contents.  I am aware of the necessity to participate in all scheduled rehearsals and performances.  I am aware of the grading policy, and the DRESS CODE for concerts.  I agree to abide by the school rules as well as the classroom guidelines as outlines in this handbook.

Student Signature







Grade

Print Name








Date

Period

PARENT:

I have read the necessary portions of the Erle Stanley Gardner Middle School Band Handbook and understand the responsibilities my child will be held accountable for, as well as those I will be able to assist in.  I AM AWARE OF THE GRADING POLICY, THE NECESSITY OF MY CHILD TO PARTICIPATE IN ALL SCHEDULED REHEARSALS AND PERFORMANCES, AND THE CONCERT DRESS CODE.

Parent Signature

Print Name

Daytime phone







Date

(Your copy)
PARENTS AND STUDENTS:
PLEASE READ THE APPROPRIATE SECTION BELOW AND SIGN.

RETURN THIS FORM TO MR. LAFARGA IMMEDIATELY.

ALL STUDENTS MUST TURN THIS SIGNED SHEET IN!!

STUDENT:

I have read the Erle Stanley Gardner Middle School Band Handbook and I understand its contents.  I am aware of the necessity to participate in all scheduled rehearsals and performances.  I am aware of the grading policy, and the DRESS CODE for concerts.  I agree to abide by the school rules as well as the classroom guidelines as outlines in this handbook.

Student Signature







Grade

Print Name








Date

Period

PARENT:

I have read the necessary portions of the Erle Stanley Gardner Middle School Band Handbook and understand the responsibilities my child will be held accountable for, as well as those I will be able to assist in.  I AM AWARE OF THE GRADING POLICY, THE NECESSITY OF MY CHILD TO PARTICIPATE IN ALL SCHEDULED REHEARSALS AND PERFORMANCES, AND THE CONCERT DRESS CODE.

Parent Signature

Print Name

Daytime phone







Date

(Please return)
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